SUMMARY Three new cases (two fatal) of postsplenectomy sepsis occurring 14, 25, and 26 years after operation for hereditary spherocytosis are described. There are now 25 cases in the published work in which this complication occurred 10 or more years after operation, 14 of which were fatal. The mean age of onset is 37 years. The features of the disease are similar to those seen in other postsplenectomy infections, and pneumococcal infection was responsible in 19 cases (76%). The major predisposing illnesses were trauma, hereditary spherocytosis, and idiopathic thrombocytopenia.
The risk of severe, sometimes fatal, infection after splenectomy is well recognised.'-7 It seems to be more common in children, but occurs at all ages. The risk is greatest in the early months and years after operation.2 It may never disappear entirely, however, and one case occurring 45 years after operation has been described.8 Several isolated case reports and small series have recorded late infections after splenectomy (Table 1) , but this paper summarises the previous cases of postsplenectomy infection 10 or more years after operation. Three new cases are described, in which infection developed 14, 25 , and 26 years after splenectomy; two of the patients died. The total number of reported cases of postsplenectomy infection 10 or more years after operation is now The deaths occurred suddenly in patients in early middle age; the mean age at infection was 37 years. None had been given any prophylactic treatment; indeed, the risk of infection in adults was not recognised until the late sixties, and in most cases the operation had been performed earlier. The 
